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2026 Fall Board of Directors Elections: Meet the Candidates! 

 
The following is the list of verified candidates for the upcoming SPCPA Board of Directors election 
on September 25, 2026.  
 
Voting will take place electronically via ElectionBuddy from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM. Unique, single 
use, secure links will be emailed to eligible voters.  
 
In accordance with applicable state statutes and the school's bylaws, the Board of Directors shall 
consist of at least five (5) but no more than nine (9) members. The SPCPA Board of Directors shall 
include: one licensed teacher; one parent or legal guardian of a student enrolled in SPCPA who is 
not an employee of the school; and at least three interested community members. A parent 
member serving on the board must be a parent or legal guardian of a student currently enrolled 
in SPCPA. A community member serving on the board must reside in Minnesota, must not have 
a child enrolled in SPCPA, and must not be an employee of SPCPA. 
 
Parent Member Candidates 

 
➢ Kenneth Barringer 

 
▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 11th Grade 

 
▪ Candidate Statement: 

 
My daughter, Freddie, is a junior at the Saint Paul Conservatory for Performing Artists, 
and I have seen how meaningful it is for a student to find a community where they truly 
belong. SPCPA has given her a home among creative, like-minded students who share her 
passion for the arts. I would like to serve on the board to help protect and strengthen that 
experience for future students. 

I bring a background in business leadership, problem solving, and building strong 
relationships. I would be committed to maintaining high academic standards while 
supporting the artistic mission that makes SPCPA unique. I also believe strongly in creating 
an inclusive environment where every student feels respected, supported, and welcome. 
I would be proud to give back to a school that has meant so much to our family. 
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➢ Trish Foster 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 12th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 

I am seeking a seat on the SPCPA School Board because I believe deeply in the mission of 
this unique school and want to help ensure that students have both artistic and academic 
opportunities they need to thrive. As the parent of a current senior, I have seen firsthand 
the tremendous community SPCPA provides. My daughter has found wonderful friends 
and grown enormously as an artist and as a person. I have always taken an active role in 
supporting her education and activities, and I would welcome the opportunity to bring 
that commitment to the broader school community. My professional background is 
rooted in education. I hold master’s degrees in Education, with a focus on literacy 
development, and Linguistics, as well as a Ph.D. in Linguistics from Stanford, specializing 
in child language acquisition. I have also worked in nonprofits and have a strong interest 
in ensuring that parents and students have a meaningful voice in the decisions that affect 
them. I know my daughter may graduate before I can see the impact of this work, but I 
believe in SPCPA and want to help strengthen it for the students who come next. 
 

➢ Cara Halgren 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 10th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 

Our family chose SPCPA for its academic rigor and because it provided opportunities for 
our son to grow artistically. 
 
As a parent board member, I believe that it is important to raise the following issues for 
discussion to expand these opportunities for all students.  
 

• Respect the voices of students by giving them a consistent way to discuss their 
thoughts and concerns with administrators in real time. 

• Create a welcoming and safe community for all students by creating accessible and 
understandable institutional goals, plans, and procedures. 

• Protect J-Term as an essential part of the student experience by understanding 
how the program is administered and financially funded. 

• Develop a parent organization that cultivates and leverages parent support for 
SPCPA’s success.  

 
SPCPA is a special place, and I am committed to its success for our students and students 
of future generations. 

 



Page 3 of 6 

 

➢ Katherine Johnson 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 11th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 
I wish to serve on the Board of Directors to represent the interests and concerns of 
students and families. My background in education, governance, and law makes me 
uniquely situated to successfully serve this community. I helped form a Montessori school 
in Wisconsin (founding board member) attended by my daughter who graduated from 
Macalester College (undergrad) and Columbia Teachers College (graduate school). My 
youngest child started SPCPA in 2024 after being homeschooled in 8th grade. I bring 
extensive experience from representing charter schools in litigation in New York State to 
being Chair of the New City Charter School board in Minneapolis. As a recent retiree, I 
chair the People, Diversity, & Inclusion Committee of Children's Theater as well as chairing 
the artists and writers’ organization A Gathering of the Tribes in NYC. I aim to further 
SPCPA’s success and help drive family involvement by serving on the Board. 

 
➢ Lori O’Connor 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 11th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 
I wish to be a strong advocate for student interests and increase transparency.  I am the 
parent of a junior. I’m a Senior Director at a wealth management firm and have worked in 
the industry for 25 years. 

 
➢ Jeff Rosenberg 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 10th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 
I'm a software engineer, a one-time musician, and a father of two; my oldest is a 
sophomore in the instrumental music track. Our family has felt lucky to be a part of this 
diverse, artistic, welcoming community! 
 
I have experience with charter schools and how they work. Our children have attended 
charter schools for nearly their entire school careers, and I've been a member of the policy 
committee at our K-8 charter for the last few years. 
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One place I'd like to focus is transparency and communication with parents. Change is a 
constant and all schools have strict standards they need to adhere to. But the way we 
make those changes matters, and I know that many families were frustrated with the way 
policy changes were communicated over the summer. As the parents' representative on 
the board, clear communication to parents would be a priority for me. 

 
➢ Jason Wadell 
 

▪ Affiliation: Parent of Student in 12th Grade 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 

I am a 21.5-year military veteran committed to leadership, service, accountability, and 
positive change. I hold three master's degrees in Business Administration, Management, 
and Counseling, along with a bachelor's degree in Business. 

 
I currently serve as a Director with the State of Minnesota, leading programs including 
Rapid Response, Foreign Labor Certification, Work Opportunity Tax Credit, CareerForce 
Information Assistance, and Employer Engagement Services. My career has focused on 
serving people, strengthening systems, solving problems, and ensuring organizations 
operate with integrity and accountability.  

 
I am seeking a position on the SPCPA Board because I believe parents and students 
deserve a strong voice in their school. Effective oversight matters. Without meaningful 
parental involvement and accountability, policies, procedures, laws, and rules can be 
overlooked. 

 
I want to bring my leadership experience and commitment to service to the SPCPA Board, 
promote transparency, uphold high standards, and help ensure decisions consistently 
prioritize the best interests of SPCPA students, families, and community. 

 
Community Member Candidates 

 
➢ Shawn Judge 
 

▪ Professional Title or Occupation: Founder & CEO, The Speaker’s Edge 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 

I am the founder and CEO of The Speaker’s Edge serving the business community for 26 
years. I am also an actor and parent of a SPCPA graduate.  I know first-hand that arts 
education can lead to amazing experiences and transform lives. 
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➢ Jeffrey Kimpton 
 
▪ Professional Title or Occupation: President-Emeritus, Interlochen Center for the Arts and 

Consultant in the Arts for Education and Non-Profit Organizations 
 

▪ Candidate Statement: 
 

I have been a board member for the past 5 years. I have served in various capacities – 
teacher, professor, senior administrator – in rural, suburban and urban K-12 districts in NY, 
MN, KS and in higher education (U of M and Brown Univ) in the arts for 50 years, most 
recently for nearly 15 years as president of Interlachen Center for the Arts, which includes 
Interlochen Arts Academy and Interlochen Arts Camp. The experiences at Interlochen, 
where we created new majors and experiences to increase enrollment and curricular 
relevance by adding creative writing, film/motion picture arts, interdisciplinary arts, 
singer-songwriter, recording arts and music production, and graphic and fashion design, 
is highly germane to the needs of SPCPA today. I have also consulted with arts and 
education schools, universities and non-profits across the country. 
 

➢ Michael Robins 
 
▪ Professional Title or Occupation: Executive Producing Director, Illusion Theater 

 
▪ Candidate Statement: 

 
As the current Board President of the SPCPA Board of Directors and the Executive 
Producing Director at Illusion Theater, I am seeking re-election to continue guiding our 
remarkable school toward a vibrant future. My deep roots within the arts community 
combined with years of arts education and leadership experience have taught me that 
strong, steady governance is essential in today’s complex educational and cultural 
landscapes. I am committed to governance and fiscal oversight that protects our resources 
while directly supporting our students and staff while advocating for and protecting 
SPCPA’s unique educational and artistic mission. I would be honored to continue to carry 
this vital legacy forward for the next generation of pre-professional artists. 
 

➢ Kelly Rodieck 
 
▪ Professional Title or Occupation: Managing Counsel, Travelers 

 
▪ Candidate Statement: 

 
I am asking to continue serving on the SPCPA Board of Directors because this school has 
had positive impact on my family and continues to shape young artists across our 
community.  I joined thirteen years ago, when my youngest daughter was a student. What 
began as a parent's gratitude has grown into a lasting commitment.  
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As Vice President and Treasurer, I have worked to keep SPCPA financially sound so that its 
mission stays within reach for all students. 
  
The work is not finished. Steady governance and careful financial stewardship protect the 
school's future, and I want to keep contributing to both. I bring a lawyer's discipline, a 
treasurer's eye for detail, and a parent's belief in what this place does for our young adults. 
I would be honored to serve another term. 


