
SPCPA 2026-27 Testing Calendar 

 

September 2026 

September 21-30, 2026 
●​ NWEA MAP Language Arts (all students) 
●​ NWEA MAP Reading (all students) 
●​ NWEA MAP Math (all students) 

No fee 

October 2026 

Thursday, October 8th ●​ PSAT/NMSQT (11th grade only) Fee due 

March 2027 

March 8-12, 2027 
●​ ACCESS (select students) 
●​ MCA Science (all Biology students) 
●​ MCA Reading (all English 10 students) 

No fee 

Tuesday, March 16th ●​ MCA Math (all 11th grade students) No fee 

April 2027 

Friday,  April 16th ●​ ACT + Writing (11th and 12th grade eligible) Fee due 

TBD 
●​ NWEA MAP Language Arts (all students) 
●​ NWEA MAP Reading (all students) 
●​ NWEA MAP Math (all students) 

No fee 

May 2027 

Monday, May 3rd ●​ AP Biology, 12:00 PM Fee due 

Tuesday, May 4th ●​ AP US Government & Politics, 8:00 AM Fee due 

Wednesday, May 5th 
●​ AP Literature and Composition, 8:00 AM 
●​ AP Physics 1, 12:00 PM 

Fee due 

Friday, May 7th ●​ AP US History, 8:00 AM Fee due 

Monday, May 10 ●​ AP Calculus AB, 8:00 AM Fee due 

Tuesday, May 11th ●​ AP PreCalc, 8:00 AM Fee due 

Wednesday, May 12th ●​ AP Language and Composition, 8:00 AM Fee due 

Thursday, May 13th ●​ AP Environmental Science, 12:00 PM Fee due 

*Test dates subject to change; ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Updated: 07/31/26​
 This document will be updated on the SPCPA website in the event of changes. 
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NWEA MAP Testing 
NWEA MAP Growth is a nationally recognized, computer-adaptive assessment that measures 
what students know and are ready to learn next in reading, mathematics, and language usage. 
Because the assessment adjusts to each student's achievement level, it provides accurate 
measures of academic growth over time, regardless of whether a student is performing above, 
below, or at grade level. MAP Growth results give educators timely, actionable data to monitor 
progress, identify learning needs, and inform instruction while helping schools measure student 
growth from year to year.  All students, unless specifically stated otherwise in an IEP, are required 
to take MAP Growth tests. Tests are administered in the fall and spring.  

PSAT/NMSQT  
The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is offered primarily 
to 11th grade students who wish to participate in the National Merit Scholarship Program. The 
assessment also provides valuable SAT preparation by measuring college readiness in reading, 
writing, and mathematics while offering students detailed feedback on their academic strengths 
and areas for growth.  The test has a fee of XXX due by 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 

The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) are statewide assessments that measure 
student achievement in mathematics, reading, and science based on Minnesota Academic 
Standards. MCA results help schools evaluate student learning, identify areas for academic 
support, and meet state and federal accountability requirements while providing families with 
information about their student's progress.  These tests are free to ALL students. 

ACT 

The ACT is a nationally recognized college entrance exam that measures students' readiness for 
college through assessments in English, mathematics, reading, and science, with an optional 
writing section. Many colleges and universities accept ACT scores for admission, scholarships, and 
course placement. Results also help students identify academic strengths and areas for continued 
growth.  The ACT has a fee of $64.00* per student, however families who qualify for financial 
benefits may be eligible for free/reduced testing. Testing fees are non-refundable.                                    
*Fees set by the ACT Organization and may be subject to change 

Advanced Placement Exams 
Advanced Placement (AP) Exams are optional, college-level assessments that measure student 
mastery in specific subject areas. Students enrolled in AP courses are encouraged to take the 
corresponding exam, though prior course enrollment is not required if a student has prepared 
independently. Many colleges and universities award credit, placement, or scholarships for 
qualifying AP scores, making these exams a potential opportunity to demonstrate college 
readiness and earn postsecondary credit while still in high school. . AP exams have a fee of 64.00* 
per student per exam. Families who qualify for financial benefits may be eligible for free/reduced 
testing costs. Testing fees are non-refundable**.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Fees are set by the College Board and may be subject to change                                                    
**Unused AP exams incur an additional $40.00 return fee per the College Board. This fee will be 
charged to students who register for an AP exam and do not take it.  


