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Minnesota Health Care Programs

Minnesota Health Care Programs can give you and 
your family coverage for most medical services 
or provide help paying your Medicare premiums, 
deductibles and copays. How much help you can get 
depends on the program you qualify for.

Medical Assistance
Medical Assistance (MA) is Minnesota’s Medicaid 
program. There is no monthly cost to enrollees. MA 
pays for current and future medical bills. MA may 
also pay medical bills going back three months from 
when we get your application.

You can have other health insurance and still qualify. 
MA may help pay for the cost of your other health 
insurance.

Medical Assistance for Employed Persons 
with Disabilities (MA‑EPD)
MA-EPD is a work incentive health care program 
that provides MA coverage to employed people 
with certified disabilities. You must earn more than 
$65 a calendar month to be eligible for MA-EPD. An 
asset limit of $20,000 applies. Assets owned by your 
spouse do not count. You pay a monthly premium 
based on your income. American Indians usually do 
not pay a premium.

Medicare Savings Programs
Medicare Savings Programs can help pay Medicare 
premiums, deductibles and copays for people 
enrolled or who can enroll in Medicare.

MinnesotaCare
MinnesotaCare is a Minnesota health care program. 
MinnesotaCare is low-cost health care coverage for 
Minnesotans who do not qualify for MA or Medicare, 
or cannot get affordable insurance through an 
employer. Most people pay a monthly premium. 
The premium is based on your household size and 
income. Coverage starts the first day of the month 
after you pay your premium.

What services are covered?
MA, MA-EPD and MinnesotaCare covered services 
include:
	�Doctor’s visits 
	�Outpatient care
	�Emergency care
	�Hospital care
	�Maternity and newborn care
	�Mental health care
	�Alcohol and drug treatment
	�Prescription drugs 
	�Rehabilitative services 
	�Laboratory services
	�Preventive and wellness care 
	�Chronic disease management
	�Dental care
	�Vision care including eye glasses
	�Chiropractic care
	�Family planning
	�Hearing aids
	�Medical equipment and supplies
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You may have to pay a copay for some medical 
services. Pregnant women and children under 21 do 
not pay copays. 

The Medicare Savings Programs help pay Medicare 
related costs.
	�Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) pays 
Medicare premiums, deductibles, copays and 
coinsurance (DHS-2087E)
	�Service Limited Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB) 
pays Medicare Part B premiums (DHS-2087G)
	�Qualified Individual (QI) pays Medicare Part B 
premiums for higher income individuals (DHS-
2087I)
	�Qualified Working Disabled (QWD) pays Medi-
care Part A premiums if you cannot get free 
Medicare Part A (DHS-2087F)

How can I qualify?
You must meet program rules including income 
limits. How much income you can have and still 
qualify depends on your household size, age, 
pregnancy status, if you are blind or have a disability, 
and the health care program you qualify for. NOTE: 
Income guidelines are approximations only. Use 
these charts for general reference.

MA Monthly Income Limits  
effective 7/1/25 – 6/30/26

Family size 1 2 3

For each 
additional 

person, add

Infants under 2 $3,690 $4,987 $6,284 $1,297

Pregnant 
Women* $4,899 $6,173 $1,274

Children 2 
through 18 $3,586 $4,846 $6,107 $1,260

Parents and 
caretaker 
relatives $1,734 $2,344 $2,953 $609

Adults age 19 
-64 without 
children $1,734 $2,344 $2,953 $609

Adults age 65 
and older $1,305 $1,764 $2,223 $459

People who are 
blind or have a 
disability $1,305 $1,764 $2,223 $459

*A pregnant woman counts as two or more.

Can I qualify if my income is more than these 
limits?
If your income is more than the income limits, you 
may still qualify for MA by meeting a spenddown. A 
spenddown is like an insurance deductible. You pay 
part of your medical bills and MA pays the rest.

I am pregnant. If I qualify, will my baby get 
health care?
If you get MA as a pregnant woman, your baby 
will get MA through the month of his or her first 
birthday. During the first year, your baby’s coverage 
cannot stop if he or she continues to live in 
Minnesota.

MA Asset Limits
Assets are items you own. Assets that may count 
include cash, bank accounts, stocks, bonds, certain 
vehicles and property where you do not live.  
Assets that do not count include the home where 
you live, household goods, personal items such as 
clothing and jewelry, and certain assets owned by an 
American Indian.

There is no asset limit if you qualify as a pregnant 
woman, a parent or caretaker relative of a child 
under age 19, a child under age 21, or an adult under 
age 65 without children. Parents and caretaker 
relatives who qualify for MA with a spenddown have 
an asset limit of $20,000.

The asset limit if you qualify as a person who is blind, 
has a disability or is age 65 or older is $3,000 for 
one and $6,000 for a household of two or more.

Medicare Savings Programs Monthly Income Limits 
effective 7/1/25 – 6/30/26

Family size 1 2

For each 
additional 

person, add

Qualified Medicare 
Beneficiary (QMB) $1,325 $1,784 $459

Service Limited 
Medicare Beneficiary 
(SLMB) $1,585 $2,135 $550

Qualified Individual (QI) $1,781 $2,400 $619

Qualified Working 
Disabled (QWD) $2,629 $3,546 $917

The asset limit is $10,000 for a single person and 
$18,000 for a family of two or more, except for 
QWD. The QWD asset limit is $4,000 for a single 
person and $6,000 for a family of two or more.

https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-2087E-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-2087G-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-2087I-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-2087I-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-2087F-ENG


MinnesotaCare Yearly Income Limits  
effective 1/1/25 – 12/31/25

Family Size Income limit
1 $30,120
2 $40,880
3 $51,640

For each additional person, add $10,760

There is no asset limit for MinnesotaCare.

What if I do not qualify for a Minnesota 
Health Care Program but still need 
coverage?
You may be able to get health care coverage through 
your work. Ask your employer if they offer health 
insurance to you and your family. If your employer 
does not offer affordable health insurance, you 
may qualify for a tax credit to help you buy health 
insurance.

Qualified Health Plans (QHP) and MNsure
You may be able to buy qualified health plan (QHP) 
coverage, with or without a tax credit on MNsure. If 
you qualify for a tax credit, the tax credit can help 
pay the monthly premium. 

MNsure is Minnesota’s health insurance marketplace. 
You can find, compare, and choose, quality health 
care coverage that best fits your needs and budget. 
QHPs are commercial health insurance plans offered 
by insurance companies. All plans offer preventive 
services, mental health and substance abuse 
services, emergency services, prescription drugs and 
hospitalization. Some plans include more benefits.

Each plan is reviewed by state regulators, certified as 
a QHP and approved to be sold on MNsure.

You are able to enroll in a QHP during the annual 
open enrollment period. You may qualify to enroll 
at other times due to certain life events such as the 
birth of a child, marriage or loss of health insurance 
coverage.

Advance Premium Tax Credit
The advanced premium tax credit allows you to 
get a federal tax credit right away to pay a part of 
your QHP premium. To qualify, you must file taxes 
at the end of the year and enroll in a QHP through 
MNsure. The tax credit is paid to the health plan you 
choose. You must pay your portion of the health 
care premium to the health plan to start and keep 
coverage.

You may also qualify for cost sharing reduction. This 
benefit lowers the copays, coinsurance, and out-of-
pocket costs you pay for health care services.

How can I apply?
Most people can apply for all Minnesota Health Care 
Programs: 
	�Online at www.mnsure.org
	�By filling out the paper Application for Health  
Coverage and Help Paying Costs (DHS-6696). 
Go to http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publica-
tions-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp 
or call your local county agency to get the applica-
tion.

The people listed here should apply for Medical 
Assistance (MA) by filling out the Minnesota Health 
Care Programs Application for Certain Populations 
(DHS‑3876). Use this application if you meet ONE of 
the following:
	�Are 65 years old or older
	�Are blind or have a disability
	�Are only requesting help with Medicare costs
	�Are 21 years old or older, have no dependents,  
and have Medicare coverage
	�Receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
	�Are applying for Medical Assistance for Employed 
Persons with Disabilities (MA-EPD)

Go to http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-
forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp or call 
your local county agency to get the application.

If you want to apply for payment of long-term care 
services such as nursing home care or services to help 
you stay in your home, apply:
	�By filling out the Minnesota Health Care Programs 
Application for Payment of Long-Term Care Ser-
vices paper application (DHS-3531). Go to http://
mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-
resources/application-forms/index.jsp or call your 
local county agency to get the application.

Can I get help filling out the application?
You can get help filling out either the online or paper 
application by:
	�Calling 855-366-7873.
	�Contacting an assister in your area. Visit 
www.mnsure.org or call 855-366-7873  
for an assister network list.
	�Calling your local county agency.

www.mnsure.org
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
http://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/application-forms/index.jsp
www.mnsure.org


For accessible formats of this information or assistance with additional 
equal access to human services, email us at DHS.info@state.mn.us, 
call 800-657-3672, or use your preferred relay service. ADA1 (3-24)
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